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Sebastiano Pappalardo graduated in Chemistry at the University of Catania in 1970. With the exception 

of stay leaves in 1982 and 1985 as a visiting scientist at the Louisiana State University (Baton Rouge, 

U.S.A.) in the group of George R. Newkome, his academic career has mainly evolved in the University 

of Catania. After a period as a research associate (1975-1987), he was associate professor (1987-

2001), and since 2001 he holds the position of full professor of organic chemistry at the University of 

Catania. He is presently involved in teaching courses of Basic Organic Chemistry (degree in 

Environmental and Natural Sciences) and Innovative Organic Synthesis (degree in Organic & 

Bioorganic Chemistry). 

His research interests include the synthesis, structural aspects and host-guest properties of 

(hetero)cyclophanes and (hetero)heterophanes, the regio- and stereo-selective functionalization of 

small- to medium-sized calixarenes, and their potential as host molecules in the molecular recognition 

of positively charged guests. A central theme of his current research interest concerns the design and 

synthesis of new achiral and chiral calix[n]arene-based building blocks, the evaluation of their potential 

in host-guest and supramolecular chemistry, and the development of new hybrid materials via non-

covalent assembly. Over the years, S. Pappalardo has been co-recipient of national research grants: 

PRIN-2009/10 (“Non-covalent synthesis of homo- and hetero-component modular systems” – n. 

2009A5Y3N9_004); PRIN-2006/07 (“Calixarene-based supramolecular assemblies via iterative host-

guest recognition events” – n. 2006034018_003); PRIN-2003/04 (“Ion-selective 

calixarene/perfluorocarbon nanostructured systems systems” – n. 2003030237_007). 

S. Pappalardo has coauthored about 130 scientific articles, including two book chapters, and a selected 

list of publications from the last decade is provided below. 
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