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Born in Acireale (CT), on 22.12.1952.

EDUCATION
1975: degree in Biological Sciences at the University of Catania, with 110/110 cum laude.

COURSES POST LAUREAM
1980, 8-12 september: Course in “Quantitative Methods in Ecology” at the International Center of Theoric Physics in Miramare (Trieste).

GRANTS
1987, 14 June – 15 July: grant from DAAD (German Academic Exchange Service) at the Fachbereich Biologie der Phylipps University of Marburg (Germany).
1984, 1-30 June: grant from DAAD (German Academic Exchange Service) at the Fachbereich Biologie der Phylipps University of Marburg (Germany);
1977 - 1980: CNR scholarship student (Project “Promotion of the Environment Quality. Subproject Description of the Ecosystems; survey and focus of guides with ecological characterization”) at the Istituto Policattedra di Biologia Animale, University of Catania;

ACADEMIC RANKS
1994 - today: Associate Professor of Zoology (SSD BIO/05) (Department of Biological, Geological and Environmental Sciences, Physics and Natural Sciences, University of Catania).
1980 - 1994: Researcher of the group of disciplines n. 74 (Faculty of Mathematics, Physics and Natural Sciences, University of Catania);

TEACHING EXPERIENCE
Mean task: Systematic Zoology (Invertebrate)(first level degree of Environmental and Natural Sciences). 
Present additional task: Biodiversity and Conservation of the fauna(second level degree of Biodiversity and Quality of the Environment)
Other past tasks: General Entomology (second level degree of Ecological Sciences).Systematic Zoology; Systematic and Animal Phylogeny; Grounds of Evaluation of Environmental Impact: Zoocenotic Aspects; Laboratory of Zoological Methods (degree of Natural Sciences, first level degrees of Ecological Sciences and Environmental Education and Environmental and Natural Sciences).

RESEARCH
1 - Insecta Homoptera Auchenorrhyncha
Vera D’Urso is specialist on Insecta Homoptera Auchenorrhyncha. She is involved on this group of plant-sucking insects from a systematic, morphological, ecological, biological and biogeographycal point of view. In particular, she described several new species and new genera, prepared the check list of species present in Italy, settled the known data on Italian Auchenorrhyncha fauna. She also studied the morphology of the wing-coupling apparatus in 15 families and the proprioceptor organs in Fulgoromorpha and Cicadomorpha with the aid of SEM analysis, the genital apparatus in Fulgoromorpha and Cicadomorpha, the postembryonal development in Delphacidae, the individuation of Rickettsie in Achilidae, Wolbachia in Cicadellidae and of phytoplasma-infested vineyard Auchenorrhyncha, some nearctic species introduced in Europe and the Auchenorrhyncha of economic importance in Italy.
2 – Insecta Diptera Psychodidae Phlebotominae
She is involved on the systematic, distribution and vector competence of sandflies in the transmission of Leishmania-species responsible of the human and canine leishmaniasis in the Mediterranean regions. In particular, she studied the problems concerning the presence of Phlebotomus sergenti in Eastern Sicily and the role that the species could play in the introduction to Italy of Leishmania tropica, responsible of a serious form of cutaneous leishmaniasis. She also studied the distribution patterns in Sicily of the species belonging to the genus Phlebotomus and the presence of these species in urban centers with particular regard to the city of Catania.
3 – Insecta Apoidea, Coleoptera Pselaphinae, Heteroptera and Lepidoptera Pterophoridae
Some research concerned faunistic and ecological studies on terrestrial Heteroptera and on Pterophoridae in some Mediterranean habitats. Morphological observation were carried out on proprioceptor organs of Heteroptera. Other studies have focused on the systematic of the Coleoptera Pselaphidae and investigations on the effect of biopesticides based on Bacillus thuringiensis on the midgut of Apis mellifera workers.
4 – Biodiversity in the Mediterranean landscape.
She investigated the biodiversity of some Sicilian areas in order to realize ecological networks; in particular the role of citrus grove and the remaining natural area inside them have been examined.
5 – Metazoa phylogeny.
She criticized the institution of the clade Ecdysozoa that appears to be at least paraphyletic. In particular criticized the exclusion of the Annelida that have to be considered moulting animals. In addition she was involved with the problems connected with the origin of primordial germ cells in vertebrates.
6 - Role of lectins in the immune response.
She studied the invertebrates lectins and identified a new low molecular weight lectin involved in the processes of defense in Paracentrotus lividus sea urchin. 
7 - Morphology and functional anatomy of Polychaete Annelids.
The studies regarded the musculature and the circulatory apparatus of Opheliids species.
8 – Tardigrades
She studied the tardigradological fauna of Australia.

The research activity is proved by 70 papers on national and international journals and more than 40 contribuitions in national an international congresses. TOT 150

RESPONSIBILITY FOR PROJECTS
2004 – 06: Operative Unit of the University of Catania for the project “Sandflies in Sicilian areas with high endemic of canine leishmaniasis and evaluation of the role of cattle and sheep in maintenance of high density of the species most widespread ” (current project 2001 of the Health Ministry, IZS SI 04/01).
1994- 99: Morphology, Sistematic, Biology and Biogeography of the Insecta Rhynchota
(research project of the University of Catania).

MEMBERSHIPS
Ph.D. course in Entomological Sciences and Protection of the Agro-Ecosystems (University of Catania);
Unione Zoologica Italiana;
Società Entomologica Italiana;
Società Italiana di Biogeografia.

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE
Biodiversity Journal

REFEREE EXPERIENCES
For: Redia; Journal of the Kansas Entomological Society; Entomological News; African Journal of Agricultural Research; Zoomorphology; Zootaxa; Microscopy research.
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